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PEBATE 0N THE CALIFORNIA QUESTION AND
NON-INTERVENTION,

In Senavk, Juxe 3, 1850, ’

The subject under discwssion being the proviso
of Mr. Chase to the amendment of Mr. Davis of
Mississippd, .

Mr. Douglas sail that he was opposed to this
clauge of the bill imposing restrietions upon the
Territorial Logislstures in relation to Slavery.

| am satisfied, sir, that it gives no strength to
the bill ; I nm satisfied, even if it did give strength
to it, that it ought not to be there, because it _ia a
violation of principle—a violstion of that prinei-
ple upon which we have all rested our defence of
the course we have taken on 1his question. 1 do
uot #ee how those of us who have taken the posi.
tion which we have taken, (that of nou-interfer-
ence,) and have argued in favor of the right gr
the peaple to legislate for themselves on this
question, can support such a provision without
ahandoning a1l the arguments which we urged in
the Presidential campaign in the year 184S, and
the principles set forth by the honorable Senator
from Michigan in that letter which is known as
the * Nicholson letter” We are required to
shandon that platform ; we are required to aban-
.o ohase polcoie e~ wir i seesslngy. and
to adopt the oppostte dootrine—and for what ?
In order to say that the people of the Territories
shall not have such institntions as they shall deem
sdspted to their condition and their wants. [ do

the South.
Mr. Downs. [ am very sorry, sir, to hear the

articles of contract—* articles of a
day
and take chnrge of

the possession of that slave, and should think
pro

of any case of that kind. 1 say tha! that would
were ibited from
to African slavery. He might have u perfeot
right to carry his y there; but the courts,
in case of peduction, could give him no remedy,
forihe pracen shet there is An express ihi-
tion by Congress against the Territorial
ture passing any law in respect to African sla-
very, by which he could have immediste process
of law, under the conflicting provisions of the
Constitution of the United States and the lawe
:r Mexr‘rro:ndand I fi‘lﬂ: that was the point made
my fri from Jand at Lh

I.zs-u words should ho,l-lﬁaken a:im
strained the 'Perritorinl Legisluture from pass.
ing any law in respect to African alavery, and
leave them under the rightful exercise of suthor
ity to protect that property. ‘That,sir, isa plain
proposition.

Bir, 1 was going to speak of the people baving
a right, indeprmieut]r of the Constitution, by
which even Congress derives its power, to make
whatever laws they pleased for thembelves. That
is, indeed, n new idea. The principle which per-
vides nll legislation upon this subject is, thata
Territorial Legislature is given by Congress,
subject to all the limitations imposed hy Con.
gress, and that it has no powers exoept those
Which are given to it hy Congress. In other
words, it bas power to legisiate npon those sub-
jects only whioh are specified in the grant. This,
| am aware, is inconsistent with the hroad notion
that these syuatters, the moment they put their
feet upon the soil, are freeholders, and entitled
to exercige all the privileges of citizens of a
State, -
Diny i math s 80 you denvs b cieame wx 1
is, there is no power by which the Territarial
Legisintures can pass polioe laws, or to give a
writ of trover, or suy other writ by which a man

ng any law in respeet

tended for by the distinguished Attorney Gen- |

plying, that if the words should rewain in that
way, and an individual, with the view of trying
the yuestion, should earry his slave there n:jde‘r

ce-
ship,” if you please to eall them such—and the
after his arrival, any one, | do not indicate
any particular person, should seduce the slave
him, and the owner, or mas-
ter, if you choose g0 to call him, should demand

to sue out u writ of trover, it would be
ed, immediately, here is an inhibition in the
organic law agninst the courts taking cognizance

be at once the case if the Territorial Legislature

¢ A can gue for his property aud recover it from any |
not see, 8ir, _hnw such a provision ss that can be unprincipled man who may take his slave from | decision whieh we now muke will cease to affect
neceptable either to the people of the North or | him in any shape. Such is the argument con- | the interests of the millions that are to oceupy

fixes this matter. There is the State of Texas
running from the Gulf of Mexico to the 124 deg.
of morth latitude, and slavery covering the whole
of it. There is the State of Misouri, the whole
of it morth of 36° 30/, and slavery covering the
whole of that SBtate. Now, it is not worth while
to shut our eyes to these facts. It is not worth
while to hug to ourselves the delusion that we are
passing upon matter that is of little or no moment
Whatever may be the consequence, whateyer may
?. the results, it is best to look these facts in the
ace,
The honorable Senator from lowa | Mr Dadge|
the other day took oecasion to say that he had no
confidence in the sincerity of gentlemen who ex-
ressed fears as to slavery going into the
erritories. | would ask that honorahle Senator
if he places any confidence in the declyrations
of Southern gentlemen who tell us that it will go
there? Dogs be balieve the pimaseise o a1z too
orable Senator from Mississippi | Mr. Dyvis) when
he tells us that the country about the (iila is one
that is calenlsted for slave lubor. snd to which it
can go? Does he believe thesincerity of the hon-
_orable Senator from Virginia [Mr Mason) when
hé Tells ua that, in the monntain conntries of these
Territories, slave labor is worth from four Lo six
| thaasand dollars n year, and that, without restric-
tions, it will go inte these Territorics? Or in
that deception? 15 that pretence? Now, when
honorable Senators from slave States get up here
and tel us that this is a constitutionsl right
whieh they claim, and intend to exercise, and
that it is one imwensely valusble to them, how
idle is it for us to pretend that it is a matter of
comparative indifference and insignificance, and
one about which we need not trouble ourselves
at all.
Sir, it is the question. Do not talk to me sbout
banks, and tariffs, and protection to iron, or any
of these mattors, s being the question of the day,
and pass by this great question, which is to fix
the character of the government and population
of this immense territory forever, as one of in-
difference and insignificance, and of no practiosl
utility. To my mind, these others are questions
which sink into insignificance. You may make a
tariff in 1842, repeal it in 1546, slter it again in
1850. You may make and sunmuke banks. You
mey £ J6W any system regulating any of these
yeeswwns. 1 0eY are tne mere questions of the
day, und may pass away this year and present
themselves anew next yeur in new phases. But
settle this question once, and no man's sagacity
cin foresee the time when the consequences of the

this country throughout all the stages of its ex-

honorahble Senator fronr linois say that there is
anything in this bill, or in the amendments made
to this seetion by the Committee, that is in viola-
tion of the principle of non-intervention declared
in the Nicholson letter of the honorable Senator
from Michigan. | thought, sir, it was the very
thing. Thaegronnd it is put upon in the report,
as | contended the other day, I thought mude it
precisely of this construction. [ ask him if it can
be snpposed likely that the South will calmly ae-
iuiesce in a principle which would certainly ex-
clude them 7 I ask him if he can suppose, if we
strike out this provigion, when it is well known
that the feeling of o large majority of the people
of New Mexico is in favor of the abalition of sla-
very, that the South will acquiesce in such a
proposition? I say, for one, sir, if the Wilmot
Provieo is to be preferred, if it is to be im
impose it here, but do not authorize it indirectly
by introducing such sections in that bill without
the amendment of the Committee.

Mr. Chase explained his amendment—

The bill reported by the Committee contained
an express prohibition of Territorial legislation
in respect to African slavery. It so happens that
hardly any two gentlemen who have spoken upon
the suhject of that prohibition have agreed as to
its import ; and it was for the as I gu
posed, of fixing ite construction, or at least of sug-
gesting, and at the same time warranting a par-

ul
o e uetion. Wi 1o hensiablp Seqgpjer
nmendment hus been materially modified in the
various s of the discussion. As it now stands,
it provides that the Territorial Legislature shall
neither introduce nor exclude slavery, but shall
have power to legislate for the protection of prop-
erty of every kind which may be introduced into
or held in the Territory, conformably to the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States.

Mr. President, what does this language mean?
Shall we ndvance a single step towards & clear
and unambiguous declaration of legislative inten-
tion if we adopt this amendment ?

Now, sir, | desire to have a distinct expression
of the sense of the Senate ps to the import of this
smendment. For this purpose, | do not offer the
Wilmot Proviso. An honorable Senator, [Mr.
Seward ] at an earlier period of this debate, and
during your temporary absence, Mr. President,
from the ehair, did propose that Proviso as n sub-
stitute for the amendment of the Senator from
Mississippi, and his motion was declared to be
out of order. OFf course, | do not now undertake
to introduce again that proposition. It is not the

roper time, nor would it serve my purpose. But
Tr]u offer an smendment to the amendment of the
Senator from Mississippi, which meets and nega-
tives the proposition, that the right to carry
wlaves into the Territory, and hold and dispose
of them there ss property, is covered or secured
by the Senutor’'s amendment, or by the original
clause ns roported from the Committee.

Those Senators who think that underthe origi-
nal provision of the bill, or under this amend-
ment of the Senator, slaves may be introduced
into the Territories, or ng held there as
property, and who see nothing undesirable in that
result, will, of course, vote against my restrictive
proposition. Dut | do not see how avy Senator
can refase to vote for it, who holds the opinion
frequently expressed here, that neither the origi-
nal clause nor the amendinent of the Senstor from
Mississippi, when rightly construed, will warrant
slavery in the Territories, or who is unwilling to
seo slavery established there as the effect and re-
sult of legislation here. Such a vote will only
give expression and effect to the professed wish
and purpose of such n Senator, It will not be a
vole for the prohibition of Territorial slavery.
It will be a vole that slavery shall not be esta
Tished in the Territories by the bill or the amend-
ment, under & construction which many Senators
insist upon aa the true one, and which there is
some renson to fear may be held to be the true
one by the Judiciary as at present constituted.

It was for the purpose of negativing this con-
struction—or rather, as I said at the first, of ex-

cluding the conclusion of the leading friends of
ing | people of

the amendment—thst | introduced the
nmendment o it. If that conclusion ought to be
excluded, then the propesition | have submitted
onght to be adopted. If that conclusion ought

not 1o be excluded , if the construetion the Sena-
from Mississippi puts upon his amendment be
the true one, and ome which Senators desire to
have carried out into its practical effect, then my
proposition shounld be rejected.

I have made (bess remarks, in order that the
nmendment | bave offered to the amendment of
the Senator from Missiesippi may be clearly un-
derstood. 1 Lave nothing Lo say.

Mr. Davis of Missisrippi, dissented from the
constructionr of Non-Intervention, given by Mr
Douglas.  He nsserted that the sovereignty over
the Territories was vested in the United States
and the people of a Territory had no right to de-
cide as to their institutions until the United
States gave them power to organize o State Gov-
ernment

Mr. Douglus persisted jn Lis opposition to the
clause.

| am opposed to an i
?ibétln the people oi". &%mw&: e
ul n reapect to African slavery,
u!resu see it stricken out; ll.;,l e

uol conceive how my friend from Mich 'I'h
usually thinks with me, and who noted

in the last campaign, can go for a of
this kind, without abandoning the position he
then nssumed. Upon that polnt, | have the Sen-
ator from Minsissippi with me. | remember thay
carly in the wession, he made a speech
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do | ized by virtue of the suthority of Congress, in

eral, in his place, on this subject.
Mr. King of Alabama said—
Sir, T never did agree with my friend from
Michigan in regard to what is supposed to be the
construction of the Nicholson letter. I never
did believe that a Territorial Legislature pos.
sessed any power whatever but such as is dele.
gated to it hy the Coogress of the United States;
and the power which it did possess simply related
to the protection of persons and property and the
punishment of crime. Sir, what do you require
of them? That they shall pass no law that is
not to be submitted to Congress for its approba-
tion, leaving them strietly to the control of the
Congress of the United States in every act that
they may pass. And yet gentlemen get up at
this day and advocate on the floor of the Senate
the monstrous doctrine that these Territorial Le.
gislatures, consisting of a mere handful of men,
should make laws to affect every description of
property.
Mr. Douglas said—
It is now clear that the object is to siultify the
whole Democratic of i848, It is now in-
tended to rebuke the doctrine we advocated at
that time. The Senator from Mississippi said he
was opposed to it; the Senator from Alabama
says he, too, was against that doctrine then, Sen-
ator after Senator begins to rise now to denounce
it. But is the Senator from Michigan and his
friends, who were smitten down in consequence
of their being in favor of that ne

: i .
come up now and v “the
is intended to stultify and disgrace him, as the
lender of the Demoeratic party? That is the
question ; and if we are to meet it, let us meot
it like men. The Senator from Kentucky was
manly enough to say that he was opposed to it.
He saw that this provision would stultify our
party ; and he was manly enough to sy that he
thought it was wrong to pat it in this bill. I now
desire to see my Democratic friends do the same
thing. We can (hen stand where we ever have
ul.n:g upon this question.
Mr. Webster. Mr. President, I do not think
that there is anything in this question that runs
#0 far into the intrests or fecliugs of party, post,
present, or to come, as seerns to be suppased by
the honorable member from Alabama. | think
the amendment moved in this case by the honora-
ble member from Mississippi [Mr. Davie| is of
very little moment, and | doubt whether it will
have any degree of influence upon the just con-
struction of the bill. Sir, if I understand the
ohject of gentlemen who have taken part‘in this
discussion, it can be very casily attained by
amendment form of amendment. | have seen on
the surface of this question (and | suppose that
rverylhingbe]ongln;witiuonthuurfn«:r}lnclhin\q
but & disposition to prevent the Territorial Gov-
ernment from deciding upon the question of the
permanent establishment, or the permaneat exclu-
sion of slavery in the Territory hereafter to be-
come 6 State. | hnve taken that to be the sim
and object of this provision, which it is proposed
to strike out of the bill, If there is snything
deeper in it than that, it is not apparent to me.
Now, if that be the ohject, it ean be reached in
very plain manper. [ saw an amendment the
other day in the hunds of the honorable member
from Indisna [Mr. Whitcomh] which I think is
cnloulated to scoomplish that ohject. It is the
snme that has been indicated by the honorable
member from Alabama.  As the bill now reads,
it provides that the Territorial Legislature shall
have no authority to pass any law respecting
Afriean slavery. The nrgument is, that by pos-
sibility it may become nwrmr{ to puss luws re-
specting slavery, if slavery shall ever exist there.
Now, [ suppose that the amendment proper to be
introduced for the purpose which has been signifi-
ed hy the gentlemen who have spok n, would be
to strike out those words, and to say that the
Territorisl Legislature shall Imve no suthority te

| istence, No, sir, the imagination shrinks from
{ the attempt of conceiving the immensity of the
interests that are at stake upon the result to
| which we may come in the deliberations in which
weare now engageil. [ undertake to say that it is
n question compared with which there has never
engaged the attention of an American assemblage
one g0 important, since the question whether we
were to be free or slaves was agitated in the Con-
tinental Congress, | say, that since that time
never has there been one of 80 much moment, of
so much consequence. And it is a libel upon the
intelligence of the citizens of the free States to
tell them that it is & matter of indifference, that
it is & matter of no ccnsequence, that it is o mat-
ter of no moment.
Sir, if there be one single ohject about which
more than any other the minds of the People of
the free States have bheen engrossed, it is this
one. Go through the history, take the catalogue,
snd you will find that some of the latures
of the free States have passed resolutions in favor
of protection, and others agalnst it; some for a
revenue tariff, and others for & protective tariff ;
but upon this great question, whether freedom or
slavery shall mark the whole of the new Territo-
ries, they speak but one veice. There is no
Demoerat, there is no Whig, upon this subj
All the party divisions are lost in the considera-
tion of its urgency. They speak but one senti-
ment; they give utterance to but one language;
but one opinion on

_ this :
T S i il

1789, It is that the principles which have mark-

=

that proposed by the mempr from Ohio, except

Deeessary, in pome

, which might other-
To resist that ime

#0 far as the latter may
Judgments, to exclude sla
wise be implied to exist th
plieation, | shall vote for t
pmnd.

But the whole question
stand to be just this, wheth the qu
establishment or exelusion d slavery &
to the people in the Territs
they come to form a State (
is agreed on all hands that |
nicipal law. We know thd
troduced into the Territorps, the moment the
people formed a State Gotrament they could
sbolish it. On the other haMd, if it were prohib.
ited, the moment they a State Govern-
ment they could introduce Jt, if they waw fit.
hl\;ertlarlml: it is not uponthat ground | pro-

amendment, if j

vernment. Now, it
is & matter of mu-

Dopem = wEmamea aw cway

ground. 1 oonceive that e proper mode of
rrmedin: is to leave this mitter to State legis-
;Li::; nger the Territori dl have become
States. But my ground is, ing by the dec.
larations which lp:ua :.‘ v Jrid
that there is no reasonable Buman probability,
nnd that there is therefore ¢ substantinl necessi-
ty, for doing anything in zing “T'erritorial
Giovernments touching (he fature existence of
slavery therein. That is my belief. There are
reasons for the exclusion of shvery in these Ter-
ritories which no human legillation can control
Acting under that conviction, I shall continue to
give my votes here in pursgance of it Other
gentlemen, entertsining different opinions, will
of course act a8 their conscientes may diotate

Mr. Cass addressed the Seaste in favor of the
doctrines of the Nicholson Later

With respect to the amendments, | shall vote
against them both, and then | shall vote in fuvor
of striking out the restriotion o the bill upon the
power of the Territorial Goternments. | shall
do so upon this ground. 1| was opposed, a8 the
honorable Senator from Kentucky has declared
he was, to the insertion of this prohibition by the
committe@ | consider it inexpedient and uncon-
stitutional. | have already stated my bhelief that
the rightful power of internal legisiation in the
Territories belongs to the People

the doectrine for which our fathers contended,
and whioh hrought ahout our separation from
Eoglind. Baut, sir, how is it possible to vote for
this interdict without comoeding the constitu-
tional riéht of Congress to pass the Wilmot Pro-
viso ! Congress can only insert this clause upon
the assumption that they have full power over
the Territories—power to admit, power to ex-
clude, na well as power to say that the Territo-
rial Legislature may do one or the other: for
neither ean be exercised but by virtue of full
Jjurisdietion. 'The power of Congress over the
public territory, which, a8 Judge Story has it,
“is clearly exclusive and universal and is sub-
Ject to no control ”—if this power can extend be-
yond the necessity, it is without Timitation and

W.

The distinguished Senator from Massachusetts
will permit me ask him why a Territory should
not be allowed to legislate for itself over all its
concerns } .

Mr. Webster. Because the law does not give
them suthority.

Mr. Cass. My question is, why it should not
be allowed the control over this subject as well as
any other 7

r. Webster. [ will tell the gentlemun. Be.
cause it is not an established perwanent govern-
ment. It has too much connection, and is too
much under the patronage of this éuremmnt,
and Iy on the subject of slavery. | do
not wish to see the sl question agitated in
the Territories while the Governor is appointed
by this Government, while the judges are ap-
appointed by this Government, while they have
not an independent characteg like the States of
that Union. That is my answer.

The Senato adjourned without taking a vote.

SPRREH AF UON. WALTRR

HOUSE OF REPRESN
JUNE 4, 1860,
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ed and distinguished the legislation of the coun-
try from that time down to the present shall be
maintained ; and that we shall not be driven by
any considerations, from standing up to the line
of constitutional duty, which has been marked
by our brothers, and adhered to from their day
down to the present.

Sir; | underinke to say—nand | think | know
something of the state of public opinion in the
Northeastern States—that all that | have said is
but a poor, faint, and feeble delineation of the
feeling which reigns paramount in the breasts of
that people. 1say that they are willing to compro-
mise anything and everything else but this, Youn
may make a high or a low tariff, a bank or a sub-
treasury, anything that relates to our mere purses,
and the people of those States will compromise,
and compromise liberally, as they have done in
days that are t; but when you come to ask
them to do viclence to their own convictions of
duty, which impress themselves upon their hearts,
you will find that they ure not made of that stuff
that can compromise on such a suhject. They are
willing to give now, as they cver have given, and
o4 they always will give, anything snd everythin

that can rightfully be claimed under the Feders

Constitution. | undertake to say that, if there
has been o doctrine that has heen taught by South-
rp statesmen, in days that have ,upon this
subject of human slavery, it wna that it was a loeal
Stute institution, with which the Federal Govern-
ment had nothing to do. And when gentlemen
stand here and talk about * property in slaves,” as
if it were n property that was m:nFnlnd by this
Constitution, or by the law of civilized society as
property, | oan turn to their own courts, their own
statesmen, their own jndges, and read Mem from
the first period of their history down to the pres-
ent time, nasertions made in Congress, and
nounced upon their benchee, that this very article
of property—sluvery—is one dependent for its
existence entirely upon local law, and that it has
none of the generul charncteristios of property in
the gense in which we use the term. Why, in
the same way, a contraotor for the lahor of conviets
in our penitentinrics—and there are such persons
ne?n in Btates where penitentiaries exint—
might just as well come forward and efaim that
the General Governmeut should extend ite consti-

any law for eatablishing or excluding slavery
mbe %erritory. It appears to me thst this is
the upshot of the whole matter. That is very
proper, because | take it that the meaning of the
whole is that this question shall be left to the
the State ;{ Gae:nde, ‘I?E;I ltihemm:hu
sovereignty by ndmission into the Union on the
same Mli{'bg {mh the original States. It may
then be a question for the people themselves Lo
becanse 1 tuke it to be clear that it isa
municipal question. It is a question for the decis-
fon of the people in their State sovereignty, and
there may be a propriety, there certainly is no
impropriety, in excluding the exercise of any
power in the Territo Government for the
establishment or exclusion of siavery. | must say,
sir, that I look v l‘h:i lrhnile ltl::smr e :f c:;l
ctical utility in the presen i
‘hlrll' g ';ni} that no r{viﬁén of this sort 1x
likely to have any effect whatever upon the actual
state of things which will arise in New Mexico
Sl the proposition is apparent, If the aménd-
ment be put in the :::Ec which | have indicated,
it will be unobjectionable. )

Mr. Hale. Mr. President, 1 do not feel dispos-
ed, for one, at this time, to concede, even by silence,
that the question now before this Senate and this
is one of practical indifference. We have
grown from thirteen to thirty States, and the his-

of the new States that have been added to the
'!z{ol aince the formation of the Constitution of
the United States will show this important fact :

any Territorial Government that has heen orgmn-

every politary instance in which slavery has not

h::’uprcn‘l: prohibited by not of Congress, it has

r‘ there, and exista there at the present time.
ow, sir, upon this su

light of

ject I desire no lightbut the
less this probibition is inserted in
every Territorial bill, slavery will go iatothe Ter-
and it s net worth while
to this fact that none but those who are wilfully
blind ean

7

No matter what fa the latitude or the longitade of | by every consideration to resist, now and forever,

;and that light tells me that, un- | prehen

sbut our eyes | M

tutionsl protection over that property, ontside of
the jurisdiotion where ey are recognised, ns that
gentlemen should come forward and olwim that
slave lshor, dependent for its existence upon the
loes] jarisdiction where it is, should be protected
outside thot jurisdiction. No sir! If gentlemen
want compromises, the Constuwion has made one,
and to the Constitution let us adhere; that is,
keep your glaves in your own States, There, we
n:lclin end nor claim to have o right to inter-
fere. ere, the Constitution is -Trm But
vnbdu you undmhflo go nuiddo ol ,:l’"tmfar .
W [ 80 Tt en s
nmm, u'm IWIIPI::;ﬂ o’tio?.:f the State
where it exisis, outside of those States, you ask of
us too much, and more than you everasked before.
This question is full of embarrassments, practi-
eally. If the Constitution of the United States
uniunlunfhmm Territories, what sort of
slavery does it oarry 7 Does it carry Virginia
slavery or Delaware slavery 7 Does it carry the
slavery of Kentucky, or of some other Statesl
Does {l. onrry n slavery which may be abolished
hy emancipation? Or does it carry a slavery
which cannot be abolished by emancipation unless
the Legislature consent 7

Considerations of this sort might be multiplied
indefinitely to show the absurdity of such a propo-
dunnu{‘n. But | will not pursue them now, |
have only risen to say thst I look upon this ques-
tion, as f said in the beginning, as one of trans-
cendent importance, and that [ feel myself hound

and at all times, anything that looks like the legis-
Iation of this country authorizing or permitting the
transfer of this local institution into Territories
suhject to the jurisdiction of the United States,

“.:lhnnm-hidmthl - h:?f‘th-hur-
aestion ra b o

e meaiber from Mismissippi—sad 1 intended
that the remark should include the amendment

pro- | doubt not, the country

In Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union,
on the Presudent’s Message transmitiing the Con-
stuution of Califorma,

Mr. BOOTH said:

Mr. Cuareman: Customoften makes law; and,
though such laws are not always of the most
binding character, the custom of meibers of this
House to express their views on the great ques-
tion which now agitates the country is so gemeral,
that an omission on my part to do so might create
surprise, and would place me in the sttitude of
being singular. This impression, and the hope
of explaining to my constituents the votes | ex-
pect to give, induce me, against my former incli-
nation, to express my opinion; not ex ng,
however, to shed light on a sahject which has
been 80 long and o nbly discussed in this House

What, Mr. Chairman, what is the subject so
deeply interesting to the country ut this time?
It the admission of & new Biate into this
Union ; a great sobject, | admit; and were we
now called upon, for the first tme, to add a new
siater to the family, there would be some novelty
in the transaction. But it seems tome, that after
having received some seventeen like sisters into
the fumily, and more than doubling the original
number, with so many precedents, there need be
no great difficulty in bringing the proposed one
to the altar, and performing the nuptial tie
What hinders? She has on her bridal attire ;
she haw, for nught | can see, performed all the
atipulations for the occasion that have heen re-
quired of her elder sisters who have been wel-
comed to our embrace.

But, Mr. Chairman, what hinders the last
binding ceremony to bring this new State into
that alliance she ¥0 mnch desires, and which, |
desires? I8 it the
distance of her location rest of the fam-
fly? Not st all. The country has been con-
quersd and purchased for the very purpose of

ng it with our sons and our daughters,
nrge numbers of whom have gone there and ta-
ken possession of the land. Besides, we have
long had ns on her northern borders,
that were lonely in that distant region, and we
have now pravi’dod neighbors for them,

In it that she has not a populsiion sufficient to
;m .Ntd wlo Shmeh? Tiilh:hjmlon i;

y ost her by some, sny Kuo
ohj n must vanish before the great fact, that
no new cou: on this continent was ever

led with rapidity ss this very country ;

the tide of emigration thither s flowing
in such rapid currents, ns to give assurance that
her t growth is, that her future
growth will be, without a precedent in thie or in
any other country,

fc it because her inhabitegts are not sufficiently
enlightened for self-government? Look at the
Constitution she has formed, and | fear mot to
affirm, that no gentleman will hazard his reputa-
tiom &> much as to brizg this objection sguinst
her. o it because she had been provided by the
former notion of Congress with all that legisla-

tion and protection a new m}n h::dn, w“w:,l:
reguire cars Lo cume cann
pleaded l.d:u her ; she has been left, slmost,

without A shadow of protection. [ls it because
her houndaries sre too large? This bas been
urged by n few; but, after the account given of
the fuce of the country and the condition of her
harbors hy the bonorable gentleman from Or-
egon, | do not understand and cannot believe it
1o be an objection, with any considerable number
of gentlemen in this House. It would be &
ump:rmdn, indeed, to see gentlemen stran-
gle at Californis, who could swallow the empire
or Republic of Texas without inconvenience
Ts it because an undue influence has heen exercised
by the Administration in the formation of her or-

io law, her Constitution 7 Whatever may have

his in the early part of
o ehyeiln, has bose & ol
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portion of these States, that slavery would be ex-
that the ares of this institution would thereby

species of labor, but & new market, also, for

introducing it into that portion of the coun-
ry. [Is mot this, Mr. Chairman, the resson, the
real reason, and the only substantial one, (if this
may be called so.) why this bill is so m
rassed in this House! And now, sir, if | have
judged correctly, | desire to cxamine what there

is in the institation of slavery that should make |

it 80 potent to prevent, in this case, what 1 be-
lieve to be the will of a large majority on this
floor

Sir, what is slavery? What are it character-
(L IT VY Ll LU T (ﬂl\ﬂh' LARTRS VT T ALY REVGN
of such high and holy origin—so full of merey
and good fruite? Does it promote the best good
of the country, and create that state of society best
calouluted to insure its pesce and barmony, and
shed bonor on the Amerioan nume nnd eharneter !
Will it stand the test of any of these considern-
tions 7 Does humanity, does religion, does love
of man, or love of eountry, or nuy wise consider-
ntion, press us to make efforts to extend it 3 Or do
not all these considerations combine to make it
our duty to restrict it to the smallest limits in
our power |

But, to prooeed, What is slavery 7 1 under-
stand glavery to he a atate of entire subjection of
one person to the will of another. One is the
master, owning and controlling the person and
services of the other; and this, not only during
the minority of the slave, but for life. The slave
ismever to hope to arrive at freedom.  From that
hope he is forever cut off under the system, Noth-
ing hut exceptions to the general rule ever bring
freedom to the slave; and these are so few as to
shut him up in despair for life. He eanunot own
himself—he cannot control the fruits of his labor
If he form the marriage relation, and if, in that
condition, he ho surrounded with children, all
these holy and Heaven-confirmed relations of life
are liable to be broken up ; the hushand sod wife

tended over & part, if not over the whale of it ;

embar. |

was, doubtless, the expectation of the Southern I and attention she could not find in the wildernesa

| and, doubtless, u werey she was directed to re
turn.
But, sir, this is not all the history given of this

enlarged, and not only a new field opened for | servant Hagar. In the 21st chapter of Genesis

we bave a further account of her. “Time will not

But California has prohibited slavery | permit me to state the whole; suflice it to say
r Constitntion, snd thus cut off the hope Df! that Sarai desired this hondwoman and ber son

| east out, and Abraham fitted her out ; [he did not
| sell hor ) he fikted her ont with bread and water
[ putting them and her child on her shoulder, and
! xhe departed. And now, sgain, the angel of God
| ealled to her out of heaven, nud bid her fear not |
| and God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of
water . whe was sustained, and there the lad Ish-
{ mael grew up. The full history you may find
recorded by Moses.
| Now, Mr. Chairman, does this compare, or have
we auv reason o supvose that the sarvies reader-
s ovowy oins wndfo, of ‘that
period, would compare with American slavery,
where droves of slaves are gathored and collected
in pens, ns cattle are collected by a drover, nnd
when the purchaser makes up bis number, drives
or ships them to s distant market, lke the drover
of gattle? What, think yon, would Abraham say,
if o conld now speak, on belng compared with
those who justify slavery in Uhose forms, and hold
alaves Lo the bondage they suffer in this Union?
Would he not say, as in another instanee, “ Son,
remember,” —— but | forbear to put words into
the mouth of that sainted wpirit: let the imagina.
tion complete the rebuke.
But, it is said that the writers of the New
[ Testament did not condemn slavery, although it
| exiuted at the time they wrote, in its most horrid
form. True, they did not single out that, ss &
erime in particular; the people were degraded
nod wicked, and the great effort of these teachers,
in those doys, was to effoct a thorough and radi-
eal reform, and they tanght those great general
principles, which would, when embraced, uproot
that with the other evil practices of the country.
Their labors, examples, and teschings, were to
go down to all time, to exhibit those holy prinei-
ples which would cure, not only the evil and sin
of slavery, but all those evila, resulting from the
wickedness of man, which ghould afflict the world

Al M o U AT

miy be separated and sent 10 different and dis-
tant s.of the country : their ehildren mpv he

of heaven—but they may be sent tothe four winds
of slavery dominions in l{iil country—and shnll we
enlarge these dominions, that they may be seat-
tered more distantly and more hopelessly from
ench other?

But, further: ls slavery of such high and holy
origin a8 to justify us in extending it in this free
country 1 We read, in the first chapter of Gene-
win, 260h and 270h verses, that “ God said. let us
make man inourimage, after our likeness ; snd let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over the eattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that ereepeth upon the earth.”

“ 8o God created man in his own image ; in the
image of God created he bim,” &e.

Here man was constituted lord of the world he
wig to inhabit, and over the anim4ls made to fill
it. e wascreated “in the umage of God” Does
this contemplate that tyrsnny implied in the sys-
tem of slavery 7 Would any man, not nccustomed
to the system from habit, even infer that, ns the
race should increase, one portion of them should
be ml},eﬁnl. like cattle, to another portion of the
seme family ! Bat, it is said, the Bible sanctions
slavery ; that Abraham, and other good men
among the patriarchs, had their servants; and
that the writers of the New Testament did not
condemn the system then existing in the country
where they labored and wrote. | hope not to be
tedious on this point, and would rather leave it to
those whose profession it is to explain the holy
Book ; but | have my opinion, and fear not to ex-

presa it.

Abraham, and other good men, had their ser-
vants ; granted. This House has its servants ; but
did it ever occur to us, that those who keep our
records, or stand at our doors, or take eare of our

doonmenta, our letters and are
MRl Do Bew
Wy
hulls and pavements, make our fires, and perform
suoh other duties us belong to their vocation,
consider it a hard bondage 7 Such, Mr. Chairman,
were, in my opinion, the general featurca of the
service performed by the servants of Abraham
and other good men in that period. But let us
look alittle into the history of Abraham’s servants,
In the 24th chapterof Genesis, we have an account
of Abrabam’s seuding big scrvants from the land
of Canaan, where he dwelt, to Mesopotumia, the
land of his kindred, to obtain & wife for his son
lsang. This was an important mission. We
read, in the 24 verse of this chapter, that ** Abra-
ham said unto the eldestservant of his house, that
ruled over all that he had, Pat, [ pray thee, thy
hand under my thigh, and I will make thee
pwear,” Xe. M{;rk the expression here recorded
of this servant, * that ruled over all that he had.”
He made this servant swear, by the Lord, the God
of Heaven andthe God of the earth, that i:e would
rform the trust according to the charge he gave
im—that he would not take & wife for his son
of the Canannites, among whom he dwelt, hut
would go to the land of his kindred for that Eur-
pose.” It 1 nm correctly informed, the oath of
Southern slaves is not much regarded at this day
‘I'be onth is administered, the charge given, and
we rend in the 10th verse, “ And the servant took
ten camels of the camels of his master, nnd de-
parted” Now mark the expression again, (“ for
wll the goods of his master were in his hands,")
“and he nrose and went to Mmrolamin 7 Ko,
And what more was he intrusted with ? ll’e had
jewals of wilver and jewels of gold ; he had brace-
lets nnd earrings, and raiment, and precious
things—to give to tho damsel and her friends.
This, sir, is no small outfit, & mission of no little
importance. There were other men with him,
probably other fellow-servanta. I have some.
times thought that some patriotie Americins, even
those of real Anglo-Saxon linenge, who come up
here for office, would he tem to take such n
mission as this '

Sir, it I mistake not, reference has more than
onoe been made in this House to the fuot, that
the angel of the Lord finding Hagar, Sarail’s maid,
after she had fled from her 1n0i directed her
to return to her mistress and submit herself under
her hand, This is all true, and recorded in Holy
Writ—Genesis, 10th chapter; but, s this all the
history of this servant Hogar? 'Ith is stated in
support of slavery. But, air, we ought to tell the
whole truth, and state all the facts, and then see
how the oase appeers, and our nt nec-
cordingly. Lest I should state incorrectly, I will
read the record itself. <

[Here the Clerk, at the request of Mr. Bootu,
read the 10th chapter of Genesis, as follows :

UCHAP XV

|. Now Barsl, Abram’s wife, bare him no children; snd
she bad & handmaid, sn , whose name was )

2 And Saral said unto o, wow, the Lord buth
restruined me from bearing | pray thes, go in nnto my
mald ; It may be that | may obiain chi'dren by her. And
Atrnmn hearkened Lo the voloe of Sursl
A, And Saral, Abram's wifs, took Hagar her maid, the
Vegptinn, after Abram had dwelt ten iu the land of
Unnann; snd gave ber s her hnshand A 1o b bl wife.

4. And he went in unto Hagar, and she conceived ; and,
when lb: a;\r lu:: she had concelyed, ber
“;#r:a 5..-3'-’-:« unto Abram, My wrong be upon thee !
1 have given my maid inte thy boson | snd when she rew
that abe had oonoeived, | was despised in her ayes: Lhe
Lard judge between ma and Lhee.

6, But Abram said nnto Saral, Bohu.u‘;m in “5::1’
w:dntnhrﬂltwm And w Saral t
bardly with hor, ahe from her face.

7. And the sugel of the lml.‘ku_ul‘ her by & fountaln of

in the , by the In the way to Shor

B And he eald, Hagar, Sarsl's mald, whenoe asment thow |
and whithier wiii thou go! And she snid, | fies from the
fuve of my mistress

9, And the suxel of tha Lord sald unto her, Return to thy
mistress, and submit thyself under ber hands.

10 And the angel of Lord sald unto ber, | will multi
plm{‘.:umungl:,mnmu ba numbered for
"

11. Aud the sngel of the Lord suid unto ber, Bebold, thow
- whait' onll his name

wistreds was

; baoause
12, Aud b will be & wild man; bis baud will be agalnet
every man, snd every n’l.llll:?a againet biwm - nid be aball
14, And sbe onlled the name of the Lord that spake unto
God seent e for abeo sald, Have | wlso here

looked aftar bim that seeth me |

LW tha wall was oulled Boer Ia bal ol belold,
It 1 butwasn Kadesh and Berol,

16, And I!rhbﬁn Abram nlm; and Abram ealled bis
son's nams, whis bure, [sbiusel.

Rad Sirim wae Secsoiere £ad 118 years old when Hagar
bare Iahmael to Abram |

Whatever may have been the mltnd;;!;l';
were

in all future ages”

snd these conntitute the great massy

Here, sir, wo
have the two extrewes

the waster, intelligent

with the chief sourees of information in his hands

the slave, shut out from sl the general sources of
knowledge and information, and doomed to labor
on till he dies

Now, sir, | have named the mastor and the slave
the two extremes in the slivo States but do these
constitute s mujority ! 1 mean, do the masters or
ownersof slavesconstitute s majority of the people
in the slaveholding States? When the next census
is completed, | hope we shall know the relative
propartion that the masters or slave-owners benr
to the peopleof the slave States; but | will assame,
whut | suppose to be the faet, that slave-owners or
masters, in that sense of the word, are in a minor
ity, and largely 8o, in the slaveholding States  If
this is true, what is the eMectof slavery on the in
termedinte clasy of citizens?

f can coneeive of the splendor vi_n wonie
hearted and rich master; he ean move in & sphere
to gratify his ambition; he can exercise a great
and perhaps controlling influence around him; be
can perform acts of kindness and courtesy towards
his poer neighhors; but what are the genernl feol-
ings of those who cannot imitate him! Is there no
envy, no jeatonsy, po inwsrd compinining ! I
there no wortification ! Are not this class of peo-
ple more nnbappy in s slaveholding conntry than
in any other? 1 know well that great distinetions
exint in the free freo States, but [ ihink they wre
wuch greater in the slave States  and, as the con
dition of this class renders it necessary for them
to Tabor, do they nat feol that they are, 10 5 cer
tain extent, nssociated with slaves, and can they
look avound them with the same complaceney that
they conld in the free States? May | not, with
emphasis, nak again, does slavery create the hest
state of society ?

Jut, Mr. Chairman, does glavery promote the
pesce and hirmony of the country ?

I know, gir, if the moral and patriotic sentiments
of the country shall slumber, and give to slavery all
those measures which seem to promote that interest
aud especially, if the freo States will not question
the institution or the virtues of it; if they will
suppross every outbreak of feeling on the suhject
nmong themselves, and help the slave States, if
nead be, to suppeess suy such outbreak in their

It ja se)d f-l‘rth»f*?---‘hp Noaw Trepamant | omn Stptge - b e 10 hhe yyi) ~eciadta photos ceen

to their masters. Suppose, sir, that any gentle.

man, or &l the geatlemen composing this House,

had heen eaptured, und put lato s state of bondage,
hopeless bondage, under severe task-masters, and
that we bad long been in that condition ; that our
oppressors had all civil power over ua, and, sup-
pose teachers of religion should come to the eoun.
try of our oppression to reform the whole people,
how do you think a wise man woull address us
under such circnmstances I—for ministers of re-
ligion are required to he “ wise ns serpents and
harmless ns doves” They would advise us, ns
Christinne, to be submissive, and exhibit s Chris.
tinn charscter, on the great principle of our Sav-
iour, to render good for evil, and blessing for curs-
ing. This is in accordance with Christianity,
to overcome evil with good; this is Christian
teaching, but no justification of slavery.

Or, suppose & man to be wrongfully condemned
to death ; he must abide the sentence, there ix no
eseape for him: what would a Christisn tescher
tell him 7 To curse and condemn the court that
sentenced him? DBy no means. He woald tell
him to put his trust in God, and submit to the
doom that awaited him. Christianity teaches
submission to the civil Government, but this is no
Justifioation for an unjast judge.

But, it may be and it often is said, why not
follow the example of the writers of the New
Testament, and let slavery nlone, and allow it to
take its own course, and go where natare and in-
terest will earry it? If this oljjection is lurking
in any*mind in this Hall, | need only reply to
such an interrogatory, that the teachers whose
precepta are recorded in the New Testament
were men without eivil power; they taught the

precepts afN a holy ‘;digion nliugi no malk
weapons. Nay, sir i s in rebuking
try and the world as legislntors, and, 18
wuch, clothed with power, under the Constitution,
to frame nll such laws ne the general good re-
quires, We have a right to receive new States
into the Union; we have the right, and it is our
duty, to make Territorinl Governments, when
needed, under such forms as shall best promote the
good of the people. Our dutics are legislative,
and the example of the writers of the New Testa-
ment, to let siavery alone, (if indeed they did #o,
which is not clear in all oases,) is not, in that re-
spect, an example for us, | hold it most clearly
to be our duty, by legal ennctment, to prevent the
extension of an evil that casts so dark a shade
over our fair Republic, and proves so often o
source of bitter contention between different seo-
tions of our country.

Sir, does slavery stand justified on the plea of
humanity, and does it work for the good of the
slave? It has been urged that the slaves in this
country are much improved in elvilization nod
Christianity by being brought Lere, and therefore
the cause of bumanity requires or jastifies this
hondage. Let us examine this argument, It
would he steange if we could not find in dark and
benighted Africa, where civilization has been for
agen nearly or quite blotted out, n worse and more
oruel state of gociety than in such n land as thia.
Did the framers of the Constitution consider that
a work of humanity which they prokidued after
18057 and did the framers of our laws, runking the
slave trade with Africa fm'rarv, consider they
were making war on the prin

tending human bondage und slavery amid the
noondny light that shines around us, beonuse there
is n worse LI'

dark spot on the face of the earth 7

age, and that their ehildren are to follow after
I# this the humanity that should charscterize such

for an inheritance to those who are to follow nfter
us ! Nay, rather let us insoribe on our banner,

inthe

and let thowe who have control over -]“u—r":
uite of

States where it now exists, have all the
the system to themselves nlons,

Agnin, Mr, Chairmun : Does slavery promote
the good of the country 7 Are those States where
alavery has existed from the formation of the
Giovernment, in a better condition than they would
have been withont that institution ? or, than those
that set Immediately about the abolition of it 7 or,
those States that have grown up free from slavery 7
Take Virginin, a Stute that, in our early history,
stood wo high smong her sisters, whose counnels
ware listoned to with veneration, and that might
be expected, from her soil and climate, and the high
oharnoter of her oitizona, to :-hcllin‘;llhthln.t‘ nn:un
u great and prosperons people. whe let go her
_ll::!!’, Iihe'i’engltupl:uud New York, | donbt
not ahe would hiave kept pace with any of her als-
ters,and perhaps would have outstripped them nil.
[ way nothing against her now ; but have her cities,

her free sisters? Do her vi
her whole State, spring up like those of
New York, Ohio, or Pennsylvania? She has »
good climate, she had & good soil,she hud un early
setilement ; but, sir, has not her system of slavery

dottin

heen, to 8 extent, the means of exhausting
her noil retardiog her 1 Can you
assign, sir, iny cause more potent in prodacing

these results than this? One example in suflicient
for all

Fur'r.luf, Mr. Chairman: Does slavery create
the best state of rocivty 7 We are, to n great ex-
tent, orestures of habit, and this fact explains to
me the renson why some gentlemen say that the
relation tltl master -:d .hm' to l:lu?t:hn

le. 1 su the operation of the
ml:er in th -pu?;h m‘:&u does very little, if
any, lahor, and after the general oversight of
his affairs, having o large portion of bis time
for intellectual lumugu rises in the seale
of intelligence, whi ¢ sluve, luboring con-
stantly, snd baviog no means of education, sinks
to thiovuul lll:? ufg ‘latinn thll: in po
with the light of intellectusl examp
0 in trae, the slave, in some of the |

her towns, und the fuce of har State lhnunlwut, anid

sent—1 will not say, thank God ! to the four winds | teaches the submission and ohedienee of servants | and their patriotic sons on this subjeor, it would

seom that wo might have tolerably peaceable times
But, on reflection, it looks to me ns though there
might be douht even then, unless we take Pharaob’s
plan, or some other, to get vid of onr infants; for
even our growth in numbers appesrs to be an ag-
greg=ion too intolerable o hear, nod a constitutional
provision is alrendy whispered, in some quarters,
to eut dawn the influence of members.  What eon
b done, what must he done, to seoure to slnvery
forever an equal influence with freedom ! Sir,
must it be o that any institution, however mighty
nnd potent fu ita influenee, shall overshadow this
Government and control its measures ! Shall any
ingtitution ever be suffered to extend until it shall
#ay to this Government, | am your master 7 T'rue
putriots beeamwe alarmed at the influence of the
United States Bank . the iron arm of n Jackson
gave that institution its death blow, and the true
Democraey are, in my opinion, now ealled upon
to nwake and set hounds to slavery. I those who
enjoy it in the States regard it as o good, let them
huve it, to their heart's content, but let territory
now free remain so furever

Mr. Chairmnn, let me ask again, does slavery
shed honor on the American name and char-
noter ?

What is the growing sentiment of the age i
which we live? What are many of the nations
of the Old World doing on this subyect ! Ah! |
apprehend, sir, it is the pressure of this sentiment
that deeply affects the slavebolder Fvery man
feels justified in his course by the example of
others, to a certain extent ; hut who does not know
that the spirit of freedom is the spirit of this agr,
and while this sentiment is bursting from heart to
heart, and spreading from city to gity, and from
country to country, can we proteot ourselvos from
its influence 7 Nay, sir, ought we not rather to
irofeswions, na Eeing"{ﬁ'e IE'I{' not anfy of the
rave, but the land of freedom! Were we now
to enlarge the area of slavery, and pave the way
to take slaves to territory now free, how will the
history read fifiy years hence ! Bir, how will it
read twenty or ten years henoe, when the public
mind shall have conformed to the spirit of the
agel Sir, we are forewarned by our national
honor and reputation to stop the progress of sla-
very. As we would save our own character in
the eyes of our children, before an enlightened
country, and before the Christisn world, let us
beware how we tarnish the honor and ginry of
our country, by extendiog this evil.

But, sir, | have one considerntion more, W hat
¢clnim has slavery for extension under the Consti-
tution 7

In the first article nnd second gection It is said
M epresentatives and direct taxes shall be apportionsd
among the nevnral States which wmay be included within
thin Union, secording to their respestive numbors, whish
shall be determined by addiug to tue whols number of free
persons, lucluding those bound to service for & torm of
yours, and oxoluding Indians not taxed, three-fifthe of all
other persons.'

Mr. Chairman, need | stop to argue that there
in nothing in this provision of the Constitution
that suthorizes or contemplates the extension of
slavery 7 Reprosentatives and direot taxes shall
be npportioed, necording to the rule hers laid
down, by adding three-fifths of all other persons,
bewides those hefore enumerated, The framers
of this article onll these lust, persons ; they do not,
as the enstom now is, eall them wiaves. [ doubt
not, they expected that these persons or their

ciples of humanity ? | jescendants would, before this time, all be freed,
Cun we justify ourselves by porpetuating and ox- | gq thoy huve been in several of the States. They
provided for an uigonu{

purtial representation o
barity in Africa, or in some other | gy 0 under this rule nearly twenty honorsble gen-
Can we 000- | (jamen hold thelr seats on this foor—in my opin-
sistently unfurl our banuer of freedom, und not | jon g much lurger number than the framors of
hiash to be told that onesixth part of the people | tha Constitution ever ex
of the country in which it waves are not protect- | 11, ugibility of any argument to justify the exten-
ed by its sproading folds, butare in hopeless hond- | gioy of wluvery by this prevision.

that existed, to give n
thowe “other persons,”

1 eannot wee the

In the ninth section of this fiest article of the

them, in all generations, in the sume condition ] Constitution, it ix said : “The migration or im-

tation of such personk as uny of the States now

w nation as this?  In thee the good weshould leave | axjuiing shall think proper to admit, shall not be
Eruh'lhlud by Congress prior to the yoar 1805

laves were then Imported from Afriea, mod,

Let freedom reign forover where it now reigns, | dgulitless, this method was considered the princi-

pal one, of obtalning this kind of labor. The
States degiring to pursue this traflic were guar-
antied the privilege until the year 1508, If the
framers of the Constitution contemplated extend-
ing slavery, can we supposs they would have lim-
ited this trafic to the period they did? or that
they would have put any limit to it st all? Did
they look upon slavery as o blessing to the Afrioan,
to bring him here nnd teach him civilization nnd
Christianity 1 No, sir,no! This bition, in
its very phraseology, shows that they had, then,
no fellowship with this trafic, and compromised
by permitting suoh States, then existing, as de-
sired to pursue it, to do o until 1508 ; and the
inference is, that they thought, after thut period,
slavery would die out, from State to Blate, aa it
did in seversl of the States,

There is one more provision of the Constitu-
tution on which much is said.

In the fourth article and second section it is

“No person held Lo u:'rle:n: hxt“l: ou;ju: ::::r
ws thereof, ng Into v, ahall, .
:?n.n.:c o'fuy lu: mduua thoruin, be discharged from
wiaeh seryioe or luhor, bt sbha'l be delivered up on clalm of
thie party to whom such servios or labor may be due.”
Mr. Chairman, whatever thismay mean, I think
no one can plead its provisions to justify the ex-
tension of slavery. ®
that the person, if he be a slave, or whatever he
be, if he be held to nervice or labor, when
taken by proper authority, and identi inn
prope be delivered up—we reasonably
suppose—to be taken back where the service or
Ishor may be due; snd whatever this section
proves, it does not, in my give the least
countenanoe to the extension of slavery ; no, sir,
not the least.
Now, sir, what is there in the Coostitution to
jmi the extension n{:hnr, 1 Ihprlm!ill-i:u
tazen partially,
Tta mw ; the nmmoh pm'z:
u{h continued Ly the States that desire it un-
#1808 ;-
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